One Nation United says
tribes should observe
U.S. laws, regulations

By Eric Leach
Stadl W riser

After decades af fighting in obscariry, a
Thousand Oaks woman says her baiile 1o
bring Indian tribes under the same laws and
regulations as (he rest of the couniry s
growing inboa united front — thanks in parn
o California's hested recall election and a
new focus on Indian gaming.

Barb Lindsay, the new national direcior
ol Ume Mation Linited, says her group now
has more than 300,000 members in all 30
states, including hameowner associalions,
kcal government agencies and  trade
EIaups.

One Nation United seeks standard fax
laws and regulations across the United
States o even the playing feld berween
Indsan inbes and non-Indian busimesses, |

“We were a voice in the wilderness back
in 1982 when 1 first got involved in these
155ues in the statle of Washington. Then it
was iribal land claims, and decisions
awarding the tribes rights for aking salmon
and steethead. It preity nuwch wiped outl the
commercial  fishing  industry,”  said
Lindaay.

“Bul especially in the lasi few vears ['ve
seen the momerdum shifting in public
senbimen! smce Amadd Schwarzensgger
ran for governor and said be wasted
operalors af Imdizn casinos Lo pay a “lair
ilun:'ul:lFﬂJ:iT revenues o help suppon the
SLale.

While Lindsay and her supporiers see it
a5 A matier of fairmness, Indian gaming
afficeals say their tmbes are sovercign
entities and megodiated their tax arrange-
ments i exhaustive ireaties with the US
Buvermamend

Busimesses like casinos are allowing some
tribes to make long-overdue contnbulions
Lo the well-being of thelr members and 10
communilies across Americn, they say

“We're tnking care of our own and taking
care of our friends and neighbors,” said
Ermie Sevens Ir,, charrman ol The Matsonal
Indian Caming Association. “We're pro-
viding pobs, good health care, good benefits.
The success and prospenty of Indwn
gaming doesni siop al the reservation
boundaries o with the colar of owr skis.®

Hesaid there are 500,000 people working
for tribal casinos nalionwide, and T5 per-
cent of those employees are not Indians

“Tribes are governments like states,” he
said. *You don'l 1ax sisbes becsuse you
dom’l tax governments. What people have
to undersiand is thai we have been sover-
eign gince long before the United Siates
Constiufion. We always were and always
will be sovercign governments.”

Bui Lindsay said ihe advantage 5 unfair
and harmtul o thousands of businesses,

“] represent the folks who are bedng pat
oud of business because they can’l compete
with the iax-free businesses, And sales taxes
are a major component of the income base
of many local governments.”

Li.u.d.u:.l says she has been traveling across
ihe couniry for years, addressing commu-
niiy groups, citizen forums, meeting with
localgovernment alficls and trade growps,
aed prnerallys frvimaio sdusates peomle aboarl

Inthe pasd two years, she said, the political
climate has changed dramatically, partic-
glarly im  Califormia  when Gow,
Schwarzenegger got mvolved in the casino
185ue

She was a 3l-year-old mother of two
clementary school-age daughters when she
became a campakgn volunteer in the laie
15705 v & sehool board race in Bellevue,
Wash

She wsed that polmical expenence o
kobby in ihe |'980s for the Northwest Spori
Fishng Indusiry Association sgaimat some
of the specaal hshang rights given b Indian
tribes.

She then formed United Property Owm-
ers in 1989, which grew m membership
from several bundred to neardy 100,000 by
the mid- 1 9%k, Thal group merged this year
with Ome Mation, a group with similar
intEresis,

Lyle Bechwith, senior vice president of
governmenl relations for the Matonsal
Asgociation. of Convenience Stores, said
Limdsay hes been instrumental in calling
albeniion o questions about the fairmess of
naliotes Boyemrd iribal Bt rmadieg
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Barty Lindsay of Thousand Oaks is the new national director of One Mation United,
which saeks 10 bring Indian fribes under United Siates laws,
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picked up incressing momenium in the past
five years. This issue is coming 1oa head, in
large part because of Barb's effors”
Beechkwith said.

“We feel that becanse of tribal sovereigniy
tribes have been able to sell cigareties and
motor fwels without colleciing state laves. ™
e suid. “Barb's organization has been
working ioward the same goals.”

Dan Gilligan, president of the Peirobewm
Marketers Assoczation of Amersca, said his
group is also a member of Omne Nation
United because of shared concerns.

“Barb 15 ane of these high-energy, driven
peoplewho s passionate aboud her goals and
obpectives and makes things happen,™ he
sand,

But Suzette Brewer, director of public
relations for the Mational Indan Gaming
Associafion, sand  IndEn  buosinesses,
mcluding gaming, have provided benefits 1o
tribes that have suffered in poverty for vears.

“Ti'sireary law, mid 2 special privilege. 1i's
something the LIS, poovermmmient agreed 16
when thetribes gavenp theirland,™ she said,
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